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The current situation 

Á 84 hydropower dams:  

26 existing,  

8 under construction and  

50 planned 

Á More than 200 existing irrigation 

dams 

Irrigation reservoir capacity: 

 

  

 

 

 



Myitnge River basin  

5 existing, under 

construction and 

planned hydro dams  

 

With 24 existing 

irrigation dams 



THE MYANMAR STRATEGIC 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) 

The SEA goal: to promote consensus on a sustainable 

hydropower development pathway for Myanmar. 

The objectives of this SEA are to:  

1) define a sustainable development pathway for hydropower 

in Myanmar over the next 20 years and beyond,  

2) promote broad consensus on this pathway, based on 

environmental, social and economic considerations, and  

3) promote long-term economic development and sustainable 

use and protection of natural resources and ecosystems.   

 



What this SEA is not: 

1. It is not a process to promote hydropower or to 

recommend projects for development 

2. It is not intended to identify which of the planned 

50 projects should proceed 

3. It is not a detailed environmental impact 

assessment of individual projects 
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What the SEA will do - 

1. It will help identify those things that Myanmar wishes to keep: 

ÅSocial, cultural and heritage areas and things of value 

ÅBiodiversity areas of local, national and international value 

ÅEcosystem services of value to the economy and livelihoods 

2. It will rate the areas in terms of importance and sensitivity 

3. It will define frameworks of safeguards for their protection and 

maintenance 
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The inspiration for the SEA is: 

1. Stakeholder opinion, information, experience and values 

2. An expanded science evidence base 

3. Expert judgement 

4. Advisory groups: 

Á Senior Advisory Group 

Á Expert technical groups (on key themes) 

Á 2 MONREC and 2 MOEE technical advisors 
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